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    Parish PriestParish PriestParish PriestParish Priest               
      Contact   Contact   Contact   Contact   Alan Chadwick, Area Dean     01646 600227                             
    Postal Address:  The Vicarage, Llanstadwell SA73 1EBPostal Address:  The Vicarage, Llanstadwell SA73 1EBPostal Address:  The Vicarage, Llanstadwell SA73 1EBPostal Address:  The Vicarage, Llanstadwell SA73 1EB    
    Church WardensChurch WardensChurch WardensChurch Wardens        
    Dale:   Mil Reynolds 636671, Billy Bevan 636335 
 St Brides:  Mary Lewis 636430, Peter Evans 636366 
 Marloes:   Yvonne Evans 636251 
      St Ishmaels:  Richard Neale 636802, Heather Phippen 636261 
 Herbrandston:    Josie Owens 692203,  Sylvia Davey 695843 
 Robeston West:  Gill Thorne 01437 890693, Geoffrey Harries 01646 692736  
  

 Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah ---- Marloes and Aenon  Marloes and Aenon  Marloes and Aenon  Marloes and Aenon ---- Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Sandy Hill    
 The Revd Paul Bartlett 01646 692084 

LOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICES    
SHOPS: SHOPS: SHOPS: SHOPS:  
Marloes Village Store: 01646 636968 

Open: Mon-Sat 8:00 am to 5:00 pm    Sun 9.00 am - 2:00 pm 

The Taberna, Herbrandston: 01646 693498 

Mon-Sat 8:00 am - 6:00 pm, Sun 9:00 am - 11:30 am 

Post Office: Mon-Sat 9:00 am - 5:30 pm  
    

MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:    
St. Ishmaels, Marloes & Dale  14th October 

Herbrandston  15th October 

Contact 01437 776128 or 07929 058660 (Signal varies!) 
    

MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:    
Tuesday: St Ishmaels 14:00—15:00  Dale 15:15—16:15  

Thursday:  St Ishmaels 13:00—14:00  Dale 14:15—15:15  

FOR HIRE 

THE CORONATION HALL  AND JUBILEE 

SUITE DALE 

BOOKINGS:  CLAIRE GARNISH 01646 636836 

EMAIL- clairegarnish@hotmail.com 

CONTACTS FOR HALL HIRE: 
 

Marloes:  
Nesta Watts 01646 636411  
Herbrandston:  
Mavis Steer 01646 694780  
St Ishmaels Memorial Hall: 
Yvonne Evans 01636 636251 
St Ishmaels Sports & Social 
Club: 
Phil Devonald 01646 636546 or 
Adrian Griffiths 01646 636752 



Sailing with the Spirit  

 

It was a calm, windless day. Despite the weather, members of the sailing club 

were hopeful they would be launching their boats. Their sails were ready, but ...! 

with no wind and only calm waters, no-one was going anywhere! Some sailors 

tried to manoeuvre their crafts by paddling into the open water and propelling 

with their hands, but soon realised their efforts were being wasted. They de-

cided to join the people in the club house and wait for the wind. It was only af-

ter a good while that a gentle breeze began to blow and soon people were in 

their boats. Now, with full sails, they skimmed out towards the open sea.  

This scene can be a reminder of how the Holy Spirit can work in our lives. The 

Bible sometimes describes the Spirit as wind and sometimes, like the sailors we 

may have to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit. There are occasions, from a 

spiritual standpoint, nothing seems to be happening – for weeks and months on 

end. During these waiting times we may wonder what purpose God has for us. 

The impatient sailors are a reminder to us that we can do nothing without the 

Holy Spirit. Those sailors soon discovered that without the directing power of 

the wind, they were wasting their time and energy.  

It can be tempting for us to think we can go it alone, and not be guided by the 

Spirit. The people in the sailing club might have left their boats to do other 

things, but they were also watching for signs around them of the coming wind. 

No one was packing up and going home! They were waiting with a purpose.  In 

our times of stillness and waiting, we can watch for the signs of God as he 

works in the Church, in the community and in the world. We pray and worship 

together, and enjoy social times with each other, in readiness for God to move 

us into the course he has planned for us. Our waiting times may have come on 

us due to various circumstances. The outlook may not be encouraging. But God 

is with us and he knows what we need now, and how he can use us in the fu-

ture. Those sailors on the shore anticipated their time afloat. Similarly, in our 

waiting times we anticipate to do the things of God! The season may soon come 

when we are guided, prompted, incited and directed by the wind of God who 

will move us in the right direction. Let’s put up the sails to let God blow afresh 

into our lives! 

From Parish Pump 



All Hallows Eve – or Holy Evening 
 

Modern Halloween celebrations have their roots with the Celtic peoples of 

pre-Christian times. In those long-ago days, on the last night of October, the 

Celts celebrated the Festival of Samhain, or ‘Summer’s End’. The priests, or 

Druids, performed ceremonies to thank and honour the sun. For there was a 

very dark side to all this: Samhain also signalled the onset of winter, a time 

when it was feared that unfriendly ghosts, nature-spirits, and witches roamed 

the earth, creating mischief. So the Druid priests lit great bonfires and 

performed magic rites to ward off or appease these dark supernatural powers.  

Then the Romans arrived, and brought their Harvest Festival which honoured 

the Goddess Pomona with gifts of apples and nuts. The two festivals slowly 

merged.  

When Christianity arrived still later, it began to replace the Roman and Druid 

religions. 1 November - All Saints’ Day - was dedicated to all Christian Martyrs 

and Saints who had died. It was called ‘All Hallows’ Day’. The evening before 

became an evening of prayer and preparation and was called ‘All Hallows’ Eve’, 

The Holy Evening, later shortened to ‘Halloween’.  

For many centuries, however, fear of the 

supernatural remained strong. During the 

Middle Ages, animal costumes and frightening 

masks were worn to ward off the evil spirits of 

darkness on Halloween. Magic words and 

charms were used to keep away bad luck, and 

everybody believed that witches rode about on 

broomsticks. Fortune-telling was popular, and 

predicting the future by the use of nuts and 

apples was so popular that Halloween is still sometimes known as Nutcrack 

Night or Snap-Apple Night. 

 
As Christians, we all draw closer to Christ when we remember and give 
thanks for our loved ones and for others who have gone before us through the 
gates of death.  
 

From Parish Pump 



Marloes, St. Brides and Dale Mothers UnionMarloes, St. Brides and Dale Mothers UnionMarloes, St. Brides and Dale Mothers UnionMarloes, St. Brides and Dale Mothers Union        

    
Thank you to all who attended our Sept. meeting , and a huge thank 
you to Jean (Lewis) for standing in at the last moment as our 
speaker. A talk full of humour,  and both interesting and fascinating . 
 
Our next meeting is Tues. Oct 14th. 7.30pm at the Jubilee Suite, 
Coronation Hall, Dale. when our speaker will be Gaynor Ford on 
"My life as a JP ". 
 
Teas and raffle....Bridget Lister and Barbara Black. Thank you. 

 
Marina Titley (Sec) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Herbrandston Improvement Committee (HIC)  
is a brand new community group that is growing  

and gathering pace! 
 

The ethos of HIC is to be inclusive, represent all and work to-
gether in an open, positive way to bring about change and 

work towards sustainable village improvements. 

Come along. Share Your Ideas. Get Involved.Come along. Share Your Ideas. Get Involved.Come along. Share Your Ideas. Get Involved.Come along. Share Your Ideas. Get Involved.    

Together we can make a differenceTogether we can make a differenceTogether we can make a differenceTogether we can make a difference. 

Next Meeting: Tues 14th October 7pm Village Hall 
Future meeting dates and a newsletter will be available  

from the Post Office 

For more information contact Ruth on 697980 



Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  
DALEDALEDALEDALE    
8th September, 2014.  
Among items discussed at this meeting: 
 
One-way system enforcement – as 
reported in the last edition of Peninsular 
Papers, the Community Council has taken 
note of the strong reaction against the 
proposed experimental scheme at the 
entrance to the village and they have asked 
the County Council / Police to defer 
implementation of the experiment. The 
County Council is now reviewing options as 
to how to make the entry into Dale safer, 
and the Community Council will report 
further when there is news in this respect. 
 
Sewerage plant issues – the Community 
Council noted that there has been a series 
of stinks incidents at the sewerage 
treatment plant in the heart of the village 
during July, August and early September, 
2014 – following a previous incident in May, 
2014. These have been reported to Dwr 
Cymru Welsh Water (DCWW) and to the 
County Council and DCWW operatives 
have responded promptly (but evidently 
ineffectively) to the reports. The 
Community Council has therefore decided 
that it must, once again, take the matter up 
with senior management at DCWW and 
with our Assembly Member in the hope 
that a final solution to this long running 
nuisance can be achieved. Residents and 
others who note a stinks incident at or 
around the sewerage treatment plant are 
encouraged to report them to the Clerk 
(636 668) and direct to DCWW at their 24 
hour contact centre (0800 085 3968). 
 
Floodgate issues – the Community 
Council continues to monitor 
developments in connection with the 
proposed replacement of the floodgate and 

the proposed installation of a pedestrian 
access to the pontoon area - which will be 
required because the proposed new swing 
gates will block the existing access when in 
the open position. The Community Council 
has received outline plans of the proposals 
which seem satisfactory. Residents who 
wish to see these outline plans are 
welcome to ask the Clerk (636 668). The 
Community Council continues to seek 
additional guidance on the operation of the 
existing equipment in the time before the 
installation of the new gates. 
 
Beaches / Pontoon / Car park issues – 
the Community Council is arranging its 
usual end of season meeting with County 
Council officers to review the latest 
tourism season and to plan for the next. 
Residents who have issues that they would 
like the Community Council to raise at 
these meeting are urged to notify them to 
the Clerk (636 668) so that they can be 
added to the agenda. 
 
Village maintenance - the Community 
Council continues to seek ways and means 
to improve tidiness / maintenance in the 
village and has asked residents to notify the 
Clerk (636 668) of issues that they consider 
to need attention, so that a full schedule of 
the works required can be prepared and 
addressed in the coming financial period. 
 
Waste collection issues – the 
Community Council noted that incidents 
continue to occur when households put out 
waste at the wrong times / dates. Dates / 
details of the collections are published in 
Peninsular Papers (bottom of the back 
cover) and residents are encouraged to 
help our visitors and others to be aware 
and to make responsible arrangements for 
the disposal of their waste in the event that 

continued on next page 



Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  
they miss the collection.  
 
The next meeting of the Community 
Council will take place on Monday, 6th 
October, 2014 at the Jubilee Suite at 
1900hrs – members of the community 
are encouraged to attend and, with the 
permission of the Chairman, may 
address the meeting.    
 

MARLOES & ST BRIDESMARLOES & ST BRIDESMARLOES & ST BRIDESMARLOES & ST BRIDES    
Items under discussion at the 
September meeting included:- 
 
Planning Matters – Passing Bay in 
Glebe Lane – Agreed that the Clerk 
advise the National Park officer that 
this needed to be provided on the bend 
nearer to Ashdale House rather than 
nearer to the entrance to Green 
Meadow Close. 
 
Highway Matters – Clock Tower 
Lane – Cllr. Twidale reported that the 
tree in the path has been removed, but 
the stump remains in situ, and will also 
need to be taken out. No information 
on the request for a 20mph limit as yet. 
Clerk to contact Ben Blake (PCC) on 
various matters. 
 
Winterton Junction – noted that this 
work to replace the culvert will start 
on the 29th September and will 
hopefully be finished in one week. 
Traffic will be diverted from the 
Mullock Bridge junction, along the 
Philbeach road and then rejoin the road 
at Stembridge. A request for a traffic 
light control on the Philbeach road had 
been turned down because highways 
did not wish to impede traffic travelling 
to and from Dale. Clerk to refer 

continued concerns to County Cllr. 
Owens. 
 
Post Office - Reminder that if anyone 
wishes to pursue the running of a {Post 
Office they should contact Neil Jenkins 
via – www.postoffice.co.uk/business-
opportunites No request for a post 
office van service to be made at 
present. 
 
Village Shop – Mrs. Janet Smith 
expressed concern about the report in 
the September issue of Peninsula 
Papers about the proposed setting up 
of a community shop. The Council 
confirmed that in seeking further 
information, and in planning for a 
community meeting there was no 
intention to set up a rival business to 
the existing village shop which is still 
trading. They acknowledged the 
request from Mrs. Smith that the 
Village Shop needed the support of the 
community to maintain this business. 
Council members advised that the 
continuance of a shop in the village was 
a community issue, and every effort had 
to be made to achieve this.  
 
Police Matters – Vandalism & 
Disturbance  PCSOs Leanne Nicholls 
and Lyndon Brown were welcomed to 
the meeting by the chairman, Cllr. 
Louise Beal. An apology from Sergeant 
Vaughan was noted. The officers were 
asked to explain what action was being 
taken by Dyfed Powys police to curtail 
the incidents of vandalism and 
disturbance that had occurred in recent 
weeks. Members of the public present, 
as well as Council members detailed 
examples of the various incidents. 
Noted that two windows of the Clock 



Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  
Tower, a listed building had been damaged. 
The Clerk advised that the expense of the 
repair will have to be borne by the Council, 
as the excess for an insurance claim is set 
at £250. The police officers confirmed that 
an individual will be interviewed in 
connection with this incident. They also 
confirmed that various households had 
been visited and both the County Council 
and Pembrokeshire Housing had issued 
warning letters advising that tenancies 
could be jeopardised in the future. After a 
long discussion it was agreed that such 
behaviour was out of place in this 
community, and all residents should be able 
to live peacefully without the fear of future 
incidents occurring. The Officers repeated 
earlier advice that all incidents should be 
reported via the 101 service, but if criminal 
damage was occurring, or a threat to an 
individual(s) then calls should be made 
using 999.  
 
Next Meetings – On the 13th October 
the Community Council will be meeting at 
Moriah Chapel (time to be confirmed) to 
discuss a planning application by 
Pembrokeshire Housing - No. NP/14/0461 
for Residential Development of 8 dwellings 
- exception site for Affordable Housing 
Land at Town Meadow, Marloes. Officers 
of Pembrokeshire Housing will attend to 
outline the application and to discuss a 
Local Lettings Scheme for the proposed 
project. Arrangements will be made to 
display the application papers nearer to the 
time of the meeting. Please also see details 
online on the National Park website – 
www.pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk 
A further application, NP/14/0499 – Single 
Storey Extension to rear of two storey 
house to create small study/bedroom at 
Finns Loft, Marloes will also be considered.  

The usual monthly business meeting will 
also be held – date and time to be advised 
by poster, and on the Council and 
Community websites. 
 

ST ISHMAELSST ISHMAELSST ISHMAELSST ISHMAELS    
Recently discussed items include: 
 
Pembs. Coast National Parks 
NP/14/0325  & NP/14/0412  
Wooden notice-boards for use of local 
organisations and residents at The Green, 
Burgage Green Rd. and Coastlands School. 
 
BDO Audit  Annual Return was 
presented to council and approved and 
signed by Chair, certifying Section 3. 
 
Maintenance & Cleaning Public 
Toilets Invoice received for £93.99 
covering the period 1st May – 30th June 
2014. 
 
Highways & Maintenance Response 
received from the above department with 
regard to issues raised in the last six 
months.  Where appropriate, outstanding 
issues will be completed in due course. 
 
Peninsula Papers The council approved a 
request for the donation of £50.00 towards 
cost of publishing. 
 
The next meeting will be held on 
Monday 6th October, 2014  @ 1900hrs.  
Members of the community are welcome 
to attend. 
Clerk to the Council :-  Lynda Thomas Tel:  
01646 636 298. 



Share ideas and make things happen in Dale 
 
Come along to an evening at the Coronation Hall on Monday 13th 
October to update the existing Dale Action Plan which the residents first 
helped to write in 2003 and 2006.  Come and plan for Dale in the coming 
years - identify opportunities, help to develop ideas and projects to shape 
its future. 
An Action Plan is a comprehensive picture of the community's needs and 
aspirations and is a great asset when applying for project funding so 
everyone should be involved, whether old or new to the village, in order to 
be able to encompass as many projects as possible. 
 

There will be a light buffet at 6:30pm ready for a 7pm start 

To enter the picture competition or to book your place at the Action Plan 
workshop telephone Bethany on 01834  862105    
bethanyl@planed.org.uk FaceBook BethanyPembrokeshire or John 
Bramley on 636 541 bramley.john@btinternet.com 

 Picture Competition 

 

Can you tell the story of Dale with just a single image?  Either the 

story of the village or your personal story? 

Send us your photos or your drawings of what you love about Dale, 

this could be a view, an object or even a person, whatever makes 

Dale special to you and maybe the story behind it.  Pictures will be 

printed and displayed at the action plan workshop on 13th October 

and voted on by the attendees.  The favourite photograph will be-

come the cover of the new Action Plan. 

St Ishmael’s Church Festival. 
Many thanks to all those, in many roles, who supported our Festival. 
Thanks to your efforts and hard work we have raised over £1000 
towards our Building and Church Yard maintenance costs. 



IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH ORGANISATION TO INFORM  
THE EDITORS OF EVENTS FOR PUBLICATION IN THE DIARY.  

 
OCTOBER 
Wed  1 1930 Coastlands Local History Group, “WW1 in Pembrokeshire” by Simon 
     Hancock, St Ishmaels Memorial Hall 
Mon  6 1900 Dale Community Council, Jubilee Suite 
Mon  6 1900 St Ishmaels Community Council, Memorial Hall 
Mon 13 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, special meeting to discuss a 
     planning application by Pembrokeshire Housing - No. NP/14/0461 for 
     Residential Development of 8 dwellings - exception site for Affordable 
     Housing Land at Town Meadow, Marloes. Moriah Chapel, Marloes 
Mon 13 1830 Dale Action Plan Update meeting, Coronation Hall 
Tue 14 1900 Herbrandston Improvement Committee, Village Hall 
Tue 14 1930 Marloes, St Brides & Dale Mother Union, Gaynor Ford “My Life as a JP” 
Tue 21 to Nov 3, 1030 - 1630, “Salty Watercolours and Sandy Sketchbooks”, The 
      Cloisters Gallery, St David’s Cathedral 
Wed 22 1930 Coastlands Local History Group, “Farming in Pembrokeshire in WW1 
     1914 - 1918, Edward Perkins, Coronation Hall, Dale 
Sun  26 1000 - 1600 Apple Day St Brides, in the orchard and field behind the  
     pumphouse 

Diary for October    

The Old Stables Heritage Centre  
Three very successful exhibitions have been produced this year, 

and we are indebted to all of you who have helped with the set-

ting up, stewarding and research required to make these events 

happen in the first place! 

 

The Old Stables now goes into winter mode. We will be opening The Old Stables Heritage 

Centre every Tuesday 10-12 as from Tuesday 7th October. These sessions are for anyone 

who would like to use our facilities and to come along and do their own research. If anyone 

wishes to visit The Heritage Centre at any other time please contact Margaret 636295, or 

Harriet 636668. 

NOTICE TO ALL DALE RESIDENTS AND LOCAL DALE GROUPS 

From the CORONATION HALL COMMITTEE 

Priority will be given to locals and local groups for next year’s Hall bookings 

so get your requests for dates to the Bookings Secretary – Claire Garnish on 

01646 636836 or clairegarnish@hotmail.com before the end of October.  

The Committee will then consider all requests before letting the Hall to 

other groups. 



CHURCH SERVICES OCTOBER 

St James, Dale 

Oct 5th  No Service. 

Oct 12th 11.00am             Harvest Festival      

Oct 19th 9.30am               Holy Communion                                                

Oct 26th 11.00am             Holy Communion  

            combined with St Ishmaels 

St. Bridget - St. Brides 
October 5th      11am - Harvest Festival 

October 12th    11am - Holy Communion 

October 19th    No Service 

October 26th    11am - Holy Communion 

 

St. Peter's - Marloes 
October 5th      No Service 

October 12th    9.30am - Holy Communion 

October 19th    9.30am - to be arranged 

October 26th    9.30am - Holy Communion 

Each Wednesday 9am - Morning Prayer (short service) - all welcome  

 

St Ishmael’s  
Oct 5th  11.00am       Harvest Festival                        

Oct 12th    11.00am       No Service                      

Oct 19th    11.00am       Family Pet Service                     

Oct 26th    11.00am       Combined Holy Communion  at Dale   

 

Herbrandston 

October 5th  6pm   Informal 

October 12th   9.30am  Morning Prayer 

               6pm   Holy Communion 

October 19th   9.30am,  Holy Communion       

               6pm   Evening Prayer 

October 26th   6pm   Evening Prayer 

 

Robeston West 

October 5th 11:00       Holy Communion 

October 10th Friday  7pm.  Harvest Thanksgiving and Supper 

October 12th    11:00      Holy Communion 

October 19th    11:00      Holy Communion 

October 26th    11:00      Holy Communion 

ADVANCE NOTICE - SUNDAY 2nd NOVEMBER 2014  
11.00 am COMBINED SERVICE at ROBESTON WEST, for all 6 churches. 
To be led by THE BISHOP of ST DAVID’S.  
Followed by a Bring and Share lunch. 
ALL VERY WELCOME to come along and meet the Bishop. 



Coastlands School Eco travel challenge 
 

Reduce our carbon travel footprint!  That was the challenge the team of eco-warriors 
set the school for 10 weeks of the summer term (Easter to July). 
 
A travel survey was conducted with all the pupils in the school to see how they had 
travelled to school that day …. was it by school bus, bike, walk, scooter or car?  And 
if they were in a car did they share it with other passengers?    It was estimated that 
the average distance travelled was 2.7 miles which produces 1kg Carbon dioxide. 
 
The survey results of 69 pupils showed. 
 20 travel in 2 buses = 2kg CO2/day    160g/pupil/day 
 33 travel in 16 cars = 16kg CO2/day   484g CO2/pupil/day 
 16 walked, biked or scootered    0g per day 
 
Obviously using less cars and using school buses or walking/biking more would help 
reduce the carbon footprint.  However with Coastlands being a rural school serving 5 
villages this is not always possible and the survey includes the 3 & 4 year olds that can 
not travel on the bus.  But could we do better with the school trip and out of school? 
 
The eco-warriors designed a 10 week travel dairy  to record  all the miles completed  
that DID not include using an engine...  and this could be to/from school AND out of 
school too...  evenings and weekends.  Every Friday the pupils brought in the diaries 
so that their mileage could be counted and monitored on a giant world map!  How far 
could they travel across the WORLD?  Each year group were challenged with a differ-
ent city in the world and to help each mile on the ground counted as 5 miles on the 
map.  Could they reach their link school in Zanzibar?  Every Friday the eco-miles were 
recorded.  Pupils walked, ran, biked, scootered, skateboarded, swam, canoed and 
sailed, recording all their mileage and this was plotted on the map. 
 
The results were astonishing!   A total of 4617 eco-miles were completed (23,085 
map miles)  This was an average of 6.4 miles/pupil/week  (age 3-11years).  The carbon 
saving of NOT travelling in a car was 1710kg CO2 !!  and each class reached Zanzibar!   
 
So it does not matter how young or old you are YOU can make a difference and 
YOU can help reduce our carbon footprint AND you would be fitter and healthier 
for it too!   So next time you need to make a short journey stop and think!  Could 
you walk or bike instead?  Could you take the bus? Could you share the car with oth-
ers? 
 

Submitted by Kate Lock 



Coastlands Local History GroupCoastlands Local History GroupCoastlands Local History GroupCoastlands Local History Group    
 
 

We have two talks to look forward to this month. First Simon Hancock’s 
rearranged talk on WW1 in Pembrokeshire on 1st October at the St Ishmael 
Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.  The venue could not be more suitable for this talk. 
Later in the month Edward Perkins will be giving a talk in The Coronation 
Hall, Dale on “Farming in Pembrokeshire including WW1 1914-1918”. I know 
many farmers will be interested in this topic, so come along early to ensure a 
seat! Please note the change of venue for this talk, due to the refurbishment 
of the hall in Marloes. 
 
WANTED - Next year The Military History exhibition which has just 
closed, will be on display again. If any of you had relatives who lived in the 
four villages, Marloes, St Ishmael, St Brides or Dale , who went to WW1, and 
returned, we would love to hear of them. If by any happy chance there are 
any memorabilia of their time in the forces we would love to see them, copy 
them if at all possible and have them for our archive. If there is any record of 
life in the four villages during WW1 it would be of great interest to us. Please 
contact Margaret (636295), Yvonne (636251) or Harriet (636668). Many 
Thanks indeed! 

 
Harriet Bishop 

PENINSULAR CLASSIFIEDS 

FOUND 
at the Marloes & St. Brides Fete near the 
Bouncy Castle a  Size 6 John Lewis white 
jumper with white bobbles on the 
front.  Please contact the Yvonne Evans - 
Church Warden to  arrange return. 
 

Secondary School Books and  
Papers  
A/AS level -  English, Electronics, Chemis-
try, Psychology. 
GCSE - Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Biol-
ogy, PE, French, Geography, RE. 
Key Stage 3 (11 - 14) - Maths, Science, 
English. 
In exchange for donations to local Defi-
brillator scheme. 
01646 636784 
 

St Ishmael’s Fund Raising.  
We have for ‘offer’ the following items, 
proceeds to the Church:- 
A set of Ladies Golf Clubs in a Golf Bag. 
A set of Gent’s Golf Clubs in a Golf Bag. 
A baby Lightweight ‘Buggy’. 
Call Richard on 01646 636802 to 
view.                   
 
 
FOR SALE 
Office Chair - 5-leg swivel chair, black 
with high back and arms; reclining facility. 
Very good condition.  £30   Ring 01646 
636970.  
      
 



 
 

2nd October  THE PAST 
2013 Iran; Dir: Asghar Farhadi Lang: 
Iranian 130 mins 
16th October THE EPIC OF EVEREST 
1924 UK Dir: Captain John Noel 
Lang: English 87 mins 
23rd October NEBRASKA 
2013 USA (15)  Dir: Alexander 
Payne Lang: English  113 mins 
 

 
For full programme notes see: 
www.haverfordwest-film-society.org.uk 
 

For season membership rates contact  
Joy Green 01437 731146 

Adults £4.00 Students £2.00 
Show starts at 7.30 pm   
Bar opens at 6.45pm 

Merlin TheatreMerlin TheatreMerlin TheatreMerlin Theatre    
Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire     

CollegeCollegeCollegeCollege    
HaverfordwestHaverfordwestHaverfordwestHaverfordwest 

APPLE DAY 
A CELEBRATION OF APPLES AND AUTUMN 

 
SUNDAY 26TH OCTOBER  10 AM - 4 PM 

ST BRIDES WALLED ORCHARD 
 

£2 per child, adults free 
 

Have a go at apple pressing 

Guided tour of heritage apple trees 

Fruit for sale, tea and cake 

Children’s storyteller       Fruity mummers play 

Apple cooking workshops   Apple and spoon races 

 

Just turn up or for more information call 01834 845040 
Organized by Hayley, our local National Park  ranger 

The Taberna Quiz resumes 

for the winter on Sunday October 
5th. We have run an abbreviated 
version during the summer, but 
from October 5th, we revert to a 
start time of 8pm. Everyone is 
welcome. Up to four make a 
team. If you come on your own, 
we will find a team for you to play 
with. No specialist knowledge 
required - if you know the an-
swer, you do! 
  

Peter 



A DIFFERENT ASPECT OF MARINE HISTORY 
 
Recently, my beachcombing has turned up lots of tarballs: lumps of really 
viscous, sulphurous black oil; the obvious question is, where have they come 
from? 
 
Now, in the 1970s you would hardly ever go down onto our local beaches and 
not find tarballs because back then, there being very few anti-pollution 
regulations, many crude oil carriers flushed their cargo holds at sea (hence the 
nickname “tanker turds”); but these days, shipping is much better regulated.  
SoH? 
 
I think history can provide the answer, especially as some newly-stranded tar 
balls are so old and crusty, they’re clustered with barnacles.  The winter storms 
excavated many ancient shipwrecks, sending sea-gnarled timbers ashore; 
surely lots of sunken 20

th
 Century iron and steel ships were also affected, and 

therefore some of the tar washing ashore is part-denatured bunker oil, very 
gooey stuff which these steam-propelled vessels would have burnt in their 
boilers. 
 
The other possibility occurring to me is that the sea bed is regurgitating 
remnants of cargo from that much more recent disaster, the wreck of the SEA 
EMPRESS�  But do other PP readers have different suggestions? 
 

Chris Jessop 

Martin Crowdy and Christopher Jessop 
 

SALTY WATERCOLOURS AND SANDY SKETCHBOOKS  

 

Joint art exhibition at The Cloisters Gallery, St David's Cathedral 

 

21st October to 3rd November   10.30 am to 4.30 pm 

 

FREE ADMISSION - ALL WELCOME 

 
www.martincrowdy.co.uk    www.asummerbreak.co.uk  



DOUBLY THANKFUL 

At this time of commemoration of the anniversary of the start of the First World 

War, and the approach of Remembrance Sunday in November, it seems a good time 

to revisit the “Doubly Thankful” status of Herbrandston and in particular the  

interest this attracts in the media.  

This article was written by Peter Absolon for the November 2013 edition of PP but 

we just did not have room for it - so here it is.  

The story so far..... 
 
All those from Herbrandston who went off to serve in the first world war came back 
alive. Herbrandston became known as a ‘thankful’ village, and a carved reredos was 
produced for the church. When the same thing happened in the second world war, 
Herbie became a ‘doubly-thankful’ village, the only one in Wales, and a pipe organ was 
installed in the church.   
 
This acquired some UK-wide interest in 1945 and the November/December 2011 
edition of PP carried an extract from a Sunday Express from 1945 supplied by Marga-
ret Lloyd.  
 
Rhodri Llewelyn came here on Remembrance Sunday 2011 to film a short clip for the 
end of the late Sunday news. I prepared an article for the diocesan newsletter, the 
history with a slant on TV outside broadcasts. That article ran to a thousand words, 
was pruned to 400 words and appeared in Pobl Dewi in March 2012 across the bot-
tom of Page 4 as follows:.  
 
“A lot of interest has been sparked by the Thankful Village story, and we were visited by a TV 
reporter on Remembrance Sunday 2011 who seemed to spend all day preparing a two-
minute item for S4C news. We learned that a TV reporter is not accompanied by a large 
truck laden with equipment, sound men and cameramen – he arrives in an ordinary car by 
himself, with his own movie camera and tripod, in front of which he walks up and down. The 
reporter left a few minutes after the service began to meet the deadline for broadcasting, 
having captured some stereotypical village church sounds and images.  
 
Remembrance Sunday 2011 is in the past but the basic truth remains: twice our soldiers 
returned from world wars; twice the village has been thankful. Let us not boast that we are in 
any way lucky. Let us continue to remember the horrors of war. And let us go on being thank-
ful for the past, and using our gifts to God’s glory now and in the future” 
 
This year’s news (2013) was that Radio 4’s Saturday Live program got hold of the 
story and wanted to produce an item of about seven minutes, to be accompanied by a 
piece about the motor cyclists who have been touring thankful villages to raise funds 
for the British Legion, as described previously in PP .  

Continued on next page 



 
What did we learn this year?  
 
The BBC decided to interview on the Tuesday (5th November) before the Saturday 
Broadcast (9th). Coincidentally, this was the day of Sylvia’s soup lunch in the village hall, 
where appropriate significant people would be gathered. To get what turned out to be 
about six minutes of Herbrandston ‘Crowdscape’ , interviewer J.P. Devlin travelled as far 
as Swansea by train, then by car from there, was misdirected by his Satnav and arrived 
slightly later than expected. As a regular listener to Saturday live, I have always felt that 
JP sounds like Colin Murray, the TV sports commentator and would therefore look like 
him. The first surprise was that they looked nothing like each other. 
 
The second surprise was quite how easy it all seemed – probably a combination of an 
experienced interviewer and interviewees who knew their subject and were confident to 
speak about it. No rehearsal, no formality, no retakes, just JP, portable radio sized sound 
recorder strapped round his neck, a brief initial sound check, then standing with the in-
terviewees wherever they were standing, holding the microphone vaguely in their direc-
tion and asking relevant questions.  The resulting sound quality is excellent. If you want 
to hear the program it is on http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03gtk03  (If that fails, 
google BBC Radio 4 Saturday live and start up the November 9th episode. The Herbie bit starts 
about 33 minutes in and is followed by the bikers segment.) 
 
And it is lovely to learn new things. The whole 90 minute programme was loosely woven 
round the theme of ‘Memories’, and in this internet world a few minutes searching 
throws up a host of related things: 

The Commonwealth War graves commission now gives details of recorded war-
dead on its website http://www.cwgc.org .  

The three guys who are researching thankful villages use this site and communicate 
with each other by email, not face to face. http://www.hellfirecorner.co.uk/
thankful.htm 

The motor bike ride round thankful villages is at http://thankfulvillagesrun.com/  
Swiss have no (or very few) war memorials! 
The question ‘What do you remember of the war?’ prompts the realisation that the 

second world war ended in 1945, and that you need to be 68 years old to have 
any personal memory of the war at all, and probably 85 years old to have fought 
in it. Locating people with clear memories of it becomes ever more difficult. 
Perhaps all the more reason for us to remember it for them. 

 
In conclusion, I would add that I was very proud of my cameo role in the event. Between 
the interview with Peter Walter and the second interview with Colin Reynolds, we 
walked from the street to the church. As we passed through the gate into the church-
yard, JP requested an authentic sound effect. Yes, I closed that gate and dropped that 
catch!  
 
Oh, and I took the photo of the church you see on the BBC website! 

Peter Absolon 



CHILDREN’S PAGE 

The Winner of the Colouring Competition is:-  Lucy James, of Herbrandston 

Many Congratulations!! 

She receives a £10.00 Gift Voucher for WH Smith from the Peninsular Papers 

Management Committee. 

BEFORE & AFTER 

The answer to these questions are either ‘befores’ or ‘afters’… 

1.What comes before thunder? 

2.What comes after red on traffic lights? 

3.What comes after Advent? 

4.What comes before green in the colours of the rainbow? 

5.What comes after dusk? 

6.What comes after revision? 

7.What comes before a surname? 

8.What book comes before the Book of Ruth in the Bible? 

9.What comes after Lent? 

10.According to the proverb, what comes before a fall? 

Answers:  
1. lightning  
2.amber  

3.Christmas  
4.yellow  
5.night   

6. exams   
7. fore or 
Christian 

names   
8. Judges  
9.Easter   
10. pride 

 

Why did the angel lose her job? 
She had harp failure. 
                                                             
How do angels greet each other? 
They say ‘Halo’.  
 
How do angels get their cars through 
the MOT? 
On a wing and a prayer.  
 
What is an angel’s favourite pop group? 
Wings 
 
What do angels have at their birthday parties? 
Angel Cake 



OspreysOspreysOspreysOspreys        
 
A treat for observers at the Gann recently has been the presence of 
an osprey - or possibly more than one. First sightings were at the end 
of August and it was seen regularly through the first three weeks of 
September. Some observers have been lucky enough to see the 
osprey catch a fish, but there also seem to be a number of unsuccess-
ful attempts! The bird is often mobbed by crows or gulls who do not 
seem to recognise that it presents no threat to them. Another two 
ospreys have been seen regularly around the West Williamston area 
of the Cleddau. However, none of these birds are there every day - it 
is a mystery where they go between-times.  
 

The Gann osprey has a blue leg ring on its left leg - this means that it is a Scottish 
osprey. Unfortunately no-one has yet been able to read the numbers, which would 
tell us exactly who he/she is.  
 
I initially thought that this osprey was a wandering 2 or 3-year old bird; these birds 
spend the summer visiting suitable locations where they might set up a breeding 
territory in the future. We know from experiences with the Dyfi ospreys 
(www.dyfiospreyproject.com) that settled pairs suffer much intrusion and competi-
tion from young birds on the look out for a suitable nest site with good fishing 
nearby.  
 
However, with better views and pictures it appears that the Gann osprey, and 
indeed the Cleddau ospreys, are juveniles - that is, this years’ youngsters. This is 
surprising. Tracking studies have indicated that once an osprey decides to migrate, it 
travels quickly, resting only when absolutely necessary, arriving in West 
Africa in as little as two weeks. And it was generally thought that 
juveniles do not start to fish for themselves until they arrive on their 
wintering sites. So our Gann osprey, lingering for several weeks and 
successfully (sometimes!) fishing, seem to be going against the current 
received wisdom.  
 
Perhaps, as a result of these visits, in a few years time we will have 
breeding ospreys at the Gann or perhaps further up the Cleddau - 
there is good fishing and there are suitable trees for a nest site. So far, 
in the UK, they have not bred in sites with so much human disturbance, 
but they do in other countries. So here's crossing our fingers! 
 

Rosemary Royle 
 

PS By 20th September it seems they have all headed south (but maybe not??) 
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ABSOLUTE COPY DEADLINE FOR  THE        
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ORANGE BAG AND FOOD COLLECTIONS: Every Thursday from 6:30am 

(check locally for actual time) 
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